CONFEDERATE STATES

911 CONFEDERATION OF THE EEINE

pecially directed at the gradually growing
supremacy of the military over the civil law,
and at the extraordinary orders and decrees
which he found necessary in order to secure
support for the government. The chief diffi-
culties of the Confederacy were due to the
lack of funds; for the import duties, which
under ordinary conditions would have con-
stituted the chief source of revenue, were al-
most entirely excluded by the blockade, and
there was also a strong sentiment against the
imposition of internal taxes. The govern-
ment was finally compelled to issue vast sums
in paper money, or government notes, and
to exchange government bonds for provisions
and ammunition. The confusion was in-
creased by the issuance by states., cities,
banks, corporations and even private citizens,
of notes for circulation as money. The de-
cline in value of this money naturally led to
fabulous increases in the price of all com-
modities. During the war the price of flour
was at times $400, Confederate money, per
barrel, shoes sold at $150 a pair; the use of
tea and coffee was practically abandoned;
ice was used only by the most wealthy citi-
zens, and such common necessities as coal,
wood, medicines and salt were classed as
luxuries.

The permanent Senate and House held two
sessions, the final adjournment being taken
March 18, 1865, about a month before the
close of the conflict. The armies of the Con-
federacy surrendered to the Federal armies,
and the struggling* government ceased to
exist

The story of the war, told in the article
Civil "War in America, gives further details
regarding: the Confederate States. See, also,
Slavery.

CONFEDERATE VETERANS, UNITED,

a patriotic society composed of veterans of
the Confederate army, organized at ISTew
Orleans, La., in 1889, for the purpose of
strengthening the friendships formed during
the war, preserving the memory of dead
comrades and aiding1 veterans and their
widows and orphans. The organization, is
supported by more than 1,800 local camps,
divided into- three departments, and it in-
cludes about 50,000 members. It holds an-
nual reunions.

CONFEDERATE VETERANS, UNITED
SON'S OP, a patriotic society composed of the
male descendants of Confederate veterans,
organized at Bichmond, Va., in 1896, for the
purpose of gathering and preserving historic

relics and data, from which to write a history
of the Civil War from the Southern stand-
point. The organization is divided into three
departments and many loea* camps, and has
a membership of about 50,000. In 1902 it
purchased Beauvoir, the home of Jefferson
Davis, to be used thereafter as a home for
Confederate veterans.

CONFEDERATION, ARTICLES OP, the
written instrument of government adopted
by the thirteen states in America in 1781.
The Articles were the work of a committee ap-
pointed upon the same day as was the com-
mittee to draw up the Declaration of In-
dependence. The Articles were reported to
Congress July 127 1776, but a prolonged
debate ensued and they were not adopted
until November, 1777. They were then sent
to the state legislatures, whose unanimous
consent was necessary to their final adoption.
By May, 1779, all the states except Mary-
land had ratified the Articles, but Mary-
land demanded that states should first cede
their territorial claims in the Northwest Ter-
ritory to the Federal government. This be-
ing done, Maryland signed the articles,
March 1,1781.

The articles provided for a "firm league
of friendship," under the title United States
of America, and declared that each state
should retain its sovereignty and all the
rights and powers which were not expressly
delegated to the United States. The govern-
ment was to be in the hands of Congress,
composed of not less than two nor more than
seven delegates from a state, each state hav-
ing, however, but one vote. Though Con-
gress could decide disputes between the
states, it had no power to regulate commerce
or to raise revenue; it could declare war, but
could not raise troops; it could make appro-
priations, but could not collect taxes; it could
pass laws, but could not compel their ob-
servance; it could borrow money, but -could
not guarantee its repayment. Under this
weak and decentralized government, condi-
tions in the colonies became grave, and th$
conviction became widespread that a new
government must be formed, possessing more
powers than did the one created by the
Articles. The result was the Constitutional
Convention and the Pederal Constitution
adopted in 1787. See CONSTITUTION OP THB
UNITED STATES.

CONFEDERATION OF THE RHINE, a
league of German ^rinees formed in 1806